I have always wondered what medicine was like in Russia, and consequently on Polish territories partitioned by Tsarist Russia, in those years between 1840 and 1860 at a time when my great-grandfather was a senior physician in the Russian army.
Couldn't we find any attempt among medical profession at that time and at that place that aimed at combining medicine with physics or chemistry? In one of the old book stores I came across an intriguing book Fizyka lekarska -Die Physik in der Medizin, written by Hoh Theodor, published in Here we have a very interesting approach to medicine from the physics and chemistry points of view. Except for some outdated notions such as floriston, and many others which sound quite incomprehensible to us today, the general tone is in agreement with that of the statement found on the first pages of the book, a statement that sounds very familiar and may easily be accepted in our textbooks: " §2. There seem to be so many-sided, extensive and important applications in medicine that a general, as it were, review of the most important points of view cannot at first sight provide knowledge of all the range and depth of this scientific domain." Now let's make a jump 100 years later, i.e. to 1957, when I started my career in medical physics after quitting a research position in solid state physics at Warsaw University.
Poland became then politically more tolerant due to some degree of relaxation of the grip on science, arts and social life, adopted by the new Communist leader, Mr. Gomółka.
The international atmosphere also became less tense although the 'Cold War' doctrine was still binding.
The situation of Poland's physicists and bioengineers vis-à-vis medicine was at that time perhaps specific. Let me just describe it in a rather simplified way.
There was a national (Elephant again!) M. Skłodowska-Curie's legacy to Polish physicists, successfully promoted at the Institute of Oncology in Warsaw, and there was also a strong group of bioengineers, or medical engineers graduated from Warsaw Technical University. These two groups had never been in any way competitive, on the contrary, they were linked by many personal and professional ties, this being the most fundamental reason why Polish medical physics started comparatively early and quickly developed. Graduated from Warsaw Technical University ('engineers'), students of Prof. C.
Pawłowski and his successors, were most instrumental in developing radiotherapy and radioisotope methods at the Institute of Oncology in Warsaw and elsewhere, and University physics graduates ('physicists') were employed, e.g. at some dozen Medical Academies and other institutions concerned with health care or biophysics. It was at that time that the International Organization of Medical Physics (IOMP) was founded in 1964 with the following objectives:
-to organize international co-operation in medical physics and to promote communication between the various branches of medical physics and allied subjects, -to contribute to the advancement of medical physics in all its aspects, and -to advise on the formation of National Committees of Medical Physics in those countries which lack such organization.
As Professor John Mallard writes in his history of IOMP: "IOMP began unofficially in January 1963 with its four stalwart supporters: UK, USA, Sweden and Canada. At one stage (i.e. in 1965) I was writing to about 19 different countries, each one at different stages of development. I still find it surprising that the countries behind the Iron Curtain were so keen: East Germany was in before West; and Hungary and Poland, in spite of all their difficulties, were in the first batch of new elections."
In this situation, the appeal to the medical physics community in Poland from the (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) (2001) (2002) (2003) (2004) (2005) (2006) .
The difficult job of a Treasurer went to Dr Bogdan Gwiazdowski The main objectives set out before PSMP were as follows: I. To define and represent interests of medical physicists and bioengineers and to accord a higher prestige to their profession vis-à-vis medical community. II. To hold congresses, symposia and other meetings, or organize various forms of education and training.
III. To develop closer ties with individual medical physicists abroad and with international organizations.
IV. To start publishing the Society's own periodicals.
I. The prestige of medical physics
In most cases the prestige of medical physicists or bioengineers has always depended and will depend in the future in each individual case on the qualifications and professional skills, the ability to co-operate (team-work), and the friendly and favourable attitude of the medical environment. From the very beginning the success of medical physics was inseparably linked with the degree of understanding and co-operation on the part of the medical community. By way of example I shall present to you the profiles of three persons that prove the case in point.
Władysław K. Jasiński Oncologist discussed at that meeting at length leading, however, to quite a number of devastating opinions from the representatives of the medical profession, such as: -There are too many physicists already, -There may be difficulties in the medical physicists' university career, -The programme leads to training of pseudo specialists, especially in radiology, etc.
I shall never forget the opinion of one of the members of the Committee who said:
"The whole stuff should be rejected in toto…"
However, this heavily criticized programme was to be later used in preparing the curricula for Physics Studies at Warsaw University, and developed into a full-scale specialization programme for graduate students in operation to this day, having produced hundreds of medical physicists and giving birth to similar Of all the training courses over the past 30 years let me recall these two memorable Summer Schools: "Physics in Radiotherapy".
III. Closer ties with individual medical physicists and institutions abroad
Polish medical physicists have always maintained close ties with their counterparts in Western European countries, as well as in the USA and Canada. These ties usually assumed the form of shorter or longer training courses, meetings, congresses and/or apprenticeships and traineeships.
In radiation medical physics the greatest impact has been made by British physicists either in their own country or on visits to Poland, especially at the first stage of medical physics development in this country. Here we have profiles of some most eminent For over 30 years he showed vivid interest in Polish medical physics, did not spare his time or effort in teaching radiation to Polish physicists and participating in numerous meetings, symposia, and summer schools in our country. Polish radiation physics owes him a great deal. His scientific career has included original contributions in a wide range of subjects. He was joint author of the first paper reporting specific chemical carcinogenesis, pioneer in X-ray and radionuclide dosimetry, and inventor of radionuclide scanning. He participated in many national and international organizations involved with medical use of ionizing radiation. He was the first President of IOMP, and Fellow of the Royal Society.
IV. The Polish Medical Physics Society's own periodicals
Almost from the very beginning, the PSMP was fully aware that it should have its own periodical, whose name was borrowed from the then well-known Postępy fizyki published by the Polish Society of Physics.
The first issue of Postępy fizyki medycznej (Progress in Medical Physics) was printed in December 1966 in 250 copies under very primitive conditions. Then it was continued until 1995.
Out of 600 papers there were: ~85% original research papers, ~12% review papers, ~3% historical papers.
